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IN MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In memory of Francis Reid from
Helen Reid Masleck & Anne MacLellan.

In memory of Aileen Rudderham from her husband,
Emerson Rudderham.

e

AUXILIARY REPORT

2007 will again be a busy year for the Auxiliary. Paws Mart (our thrift store on Victoria Road) has had a
successful winter season and the remaining winter items have been put on sale. We are very grateful to our
volunteers without whom we could not manage at all. Donations to Paws Mart are very welcome and the
telephone number is 270-PAWS (270-7297) if anyone requires information.

The 2008 calendars are being prepared and applications for the photos are available at the shelter, Paws
Mart, several local vet’s offices, as well as Tabi and Japan Camera. We would like to get as many new
animals as possible in the calendar and it is not limited to pets who came from the shelter. Any pet is eligible
as long as the picture is of animals only, no humans.

A silent auction is planned for July at the Sydney Shopping Center. We have some items ready but donations
are always well received. As always, we collect Sobey’s tapes for reimbursement and our Doghouse Banks
are placed in many business establishments. We still sell pens, hasti-notes, and fire stickers. These can be
purchased at Paws Mart and possibly soon at the shelter.

We really appreciate the assistance we receive from the public and the recent expansion of Paws Mart is
indicative of the great support from the public as well as from the shelter staff and the board. Many thanks to
all from the entire auxiliary membership.

Flora MacRae, Auxiliary President

Paw Prints is also available on-line at the Cape Breton SPCA website at:
www.capebretonspca.com The on-line version of the newsletter is in color and the

pictures are more clearly visible, so please check it out. »
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GEORGE, THE GREAT DANE

The Great Dane is one of the giant breed of dogs. They are tall and well muscled without being heavy. Their
appearance is often described as aristocratic or majestic. The Great Dane combines in its distinguished appearance dignity,
strength and elegance with great size and a powerful, well-formed, smoothly muscled body. "There is nothing like a Dane!"
is what you will hear from most Dane owners. While size alone makes him unique, the Great Dane's personality is the quality
that most find so appealing. The Dane is a "people dog" - a sensitive and affectionate companion.

From time to time this sensitive and affectionate companion is left alone, hungry and scared. George is a rescue
dog that was found wandering the streets during our coldest month of the year. Alone, scared and very very hungry, George
managed to survive.

The people at the SPCA had found George when he was very near death but they didn’t give up on him and for that
| would like to say “thanks”. You see | now live with George and have for a year now and | can honestly say “There is nothing
like a Dane” he has returned to his dignified, powerful, majestic self, and wants nothing more than human companionship, a
warm place to sleep, and plenty of food.

George’s story should be a reminder that if for some reason people are unable to care for their pets, no longer want
the responsibility of their pets, that there are people out there that are willing to give them a second chance and that no
animal should have to endure what George had to before he was given his second chance.

Here are two of Georges favorite poems. Joanne Adshade

A Dog Sits Waiting saggage
Now that I'm home, bathed, settled and fed,
All nicely tucked in my warm new bed.
I'd like to open my baggage
Lest | forget,

A dog sits waiting in the cold autumn sun--
too faithful to leave, too frightened to run.
There is so much to carry-
He's been there for days now with nothing to do So much to regret.
Hmm . .. Yes there it is, right on the top.

Let's unpack Loneliness, Heartache and Loss;

He can't understand why you left him that day; And there by my leash hides Fear and Shame.
As | look on these things | tried so hard to leave-

| still have to unpack my baggage called Pain.

but sit by the road, waiting for you.

he thought you and he were stopping to play.

He's sure you'll come back, and that is why he stays-- | loved them, the others, the ones who left me,

how long will he suffer? How many more days? But | wasn't good enough - for they didn't want me.
Will you add to my baggage?
Will you help me unpack?
Or will you just look at my things-
And take me right back?
He lays down his head, and he closes his eyes-- Do you have the time to help me unpack?
To put away my baggage,
To never repack?

His legs have grown weak, his throat's parched and dry;

he's sick now from hunger and he falls, with a sigh.

| wish you could see how a waiting dog dies!

| pray that you do - I'm so tired you see,
But | do come with baggage-

Kathy Flood Will you still want me?

Evelyn Colbath
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The Cape Breton Feline Support Society has an ongoing partner-
ship with the Cape Breton Branch SPCA. On Saturday, the CBFSS
works on behalf of shelter cats by volunteering at the Mayflower
Mall at this ongoing mobile adoption clinic. It has been tremen-
dously successful and has helped increase the number of shelter
cats who find homes in our community. In the 101 Saturdays volun-
teers have worked at the mall, 352 cats, 60 dogs, and 3 rabbits
have been adopted.

Since the Cape Breton Feline Support Society formed as a charity
in April 05, a total of 210 stray and feral cats have been spayed/
neutered; some of which have found new forever homes and others
were returned to their feral cat colonies.

The Society is still in urgent need of foster homes as well as other
volunteers. The following activities are required for fostering:

e  The foster person is required to take the animal to the mobile

e Must be willing to transport to and from the vet if required—
the Society will pay vet bills

e Provide a loving foster home that is stress free during the
fostering period.

Anyone willing to provide a loving foster home or willing to volunteer with the mall outreach or feeding feral cats, please
contact Leo at cbfss@cbfss.org

STUDENTS CREATE ART WORK ON ANIMALS
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Before the Christmas break the
students and staff at Memorial High
School collected toys and food for the
SPCA. Two puppies paid a visit to the
school and posed for a sketching class.
Students were asked to go online and
research animal shelters. They had to
identify three issues that most shelters
had in common.

From these three issues they had to pick
one that stood out to them and design a
poster that would educate the public
about responsible pet care and humane
education.

The following pictures are a sampling of
the artwork from students in Visual Art-
10 at Memorial Composite High School in Sydney Mines.
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Every year thousands of pets find their way to Canadian shelters because there are more pets than available homes. Many of
these pets are bred by pet-owners who are not responsible enough to spay/neuter their pets. Some of them believe they can
find good homes for the young animals and intend to spay/neuter their pet after the first litter, but the vast majority of these pets
end up in a shelter. And for every animal that does find a home, the pet that could have been adopted to that home from a
shelter is euthanized because no home could be found for him. There is no good reason to not spay or neuter your pet.

Dogs and cats are able to reproduce by the time they are six months old, sometimes even earlier. CFHS encourages

cat owners to spay or neuter their pet sooner rather than later. Pediatric spay or neuter has been routinely and safely
performed for many years now on animals from 6-12 weeks so many shelters use this procedure. Either way, it should be done
before the animal is six months old.

Spaying refers to the surgical removal of the ovaries of a female so she cannot reproduce. Neutering refers either to the
surgical removal of the ovaries of a female or the testicles of a male so they cannot reproduce. The process is also called
“fixing” or “sterilizing” and is a safe and common practice performed with an anesthetic.

While spaying/neutering is most common among dogs and cats, it is also important for other pets such as rabbits. Many people
do not think to spay/neuter their rabbit but it is important for these pets as well because rabbits are prolific breeders.

The surgery should be done by your own veterinarian, or you may want to check with your local SPCA, humane society or
municipality to see if they have a spay/neuter clinic that provides low-cost neutering. Do not let financial reasons prevent you
from having your cat or dog neutered. The cost of responsibly caring for a litter is far greater.

Several myths about the spaying and neutering of dogs and cats have circulated among pet-owners.
Myth #1 Only females need to be spayed.

This is not true! The reproduction process takes two and if your male is not neutered, he can easily find a female mate — either
a stray or a pet whose owners have not yet taken the responsibility of neutering her. You may not be directly affected but your
actions — or lack thereof — will contribute to the problem of pet overpopulation.

Myth #2 Neutering will affect a pet’s personality.

The only hormone affected by the surgery is testosterone, which causes male animals to roam and protect or mark their
territory. Males will be less aggressive and both males and females will be easier to manage when they are neutered; they will
be more sociable, more likely to get along well with other animals and more likely to stay close to home.

Myth #3 Animals become fat, lazy and unhealthy when neutered.

Animals become fat and lazy from overheating and lack of exercise; this has nothing to do with neutering. In fact, neutering
allows for better health and a longer life for your pet and reduces the risk of infection and cancer in the reproductive system.

Myth #4. A female will benefit from having one litter.

Females do not actually benefit from having a litter before they are spayed. Having a litter can cause health problems for your
female and looking after a litter is very time-consuming and expensive. Females go into heat twice a year for about 21 days
and attract unwanted male attention when they do.

Myth #5. Children should be given the opportunity to learn about the birthing process and to take care of young
animals.

You do not need to have your pet give birth in order to teach your children about the miracle of creating life. The lesson will
backfire when you realize you cannot find homes for the young animals, and must give them to a shelter. It is a better life
lesson to teach your kids to be responsible pet owners and spay or neuter their pets.

Myth #6. There is money to be made in breeding purebreds.

Responsible breeders rarely make any money: the cost of properly caring for a pregnant female, and the ensuing litter of
puppies or kittens can quickly become higher than the sale price. In addition, the average pet owner often does not possess
the necessary knowledge to breed responsibly, which includes testing the dam and sire to rule out potential genetic diseases
and to provide the necessary care and socialization for the puppies.

Roughly one quarter of pets in shelters are purebred, indicating that even purebreds are not guaranteed a home. Breeding two
purebreds will not guarantee that the young will be like their parents and without sufficient breeding knowledge you could
produce less-than-healthy animals.

Article taken in its entirety from the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies Website



Thanks to the industrial arts class at
Memorial High School for building
and donating several of these
beautiful dog houses to the shelter
as fundraisers.

We really appreciate this generous
gift as we all know how much time
and costly materials goes into such a
solidly constructed project.

Thanks again!




We Speak for Those Who Cannot Speak for Themselves

" SPCA Shelter Hours
. PaW Prl ntS Monday-Saturday

10:00-4:30pm
Please donate points to our Club “Z” Adoption Hours
Membership at Local Zeller’s stores. Monday-Saturday
. : . 10:00-4:00
Just give this number the next time you pm
shop: Closed Sundays and Most
Holidays

593 456 910 For EMERGENCY service, please

phone 539-7722

Membership Fees (Yearly Rate)

Mail Form and Cheque to:

Adult $10.00 ............

Senior $500...... SPCA

Junior $500........ PO Box 762
Life Members $100.00 .......... SR, M, (B Gl
Memorial Donation Amount $....................

In Memory of

All donations over $5.00 are eligible for a tax deductible receipt. If you wish to be sent
receipt, please check this line ........

N B . e e e e e
AAN S S, ..t e
Postal Code: .................. Phone#: ....ccocvveen. Email AdAressS: . ..o
| wish to join/rejoin the Cape Breton SPCA for this year and | enclose a membership fee of $.........ccccocoevieiinnne

| wish to donate to the SPCA Operating Fund the amount Of $..........ccoiiiiiiiii i
| wish to donate to the SPCA Vet/Medical Fund the amount of $..........ccoiviiiiiiiiii s
| wish to donate to the SPCA Spay/Neuter Fund the amount of $ ...
| wish to donate to the SPCA Kuranda Dog Bed Fund the amount of $



